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Get InvolveD
with Silk Road Theatre Project

Donate   Be a part of the exciting things happening at Chi-
cagoland’s only theatre dedicated to showcasing Asian, Middle 
Eastern, and Mediterranean stories. Your tax-deductible con-
tribution will support the production of our mainstage season, 
as well as staged readings, new play commissions, community 
outreach, educational programs, and more. Please visit www.srtp.
org/support or mail your donation to Silk Road Theatre Project, 
680 S. Federal Street, Suite 301, Chicago, IL  60605. Thank you!

Volunteer   Want to be closer to the artists and artistry 
at Silk Road Theatre Project? A variety of volunteer opportunities 
afford patrons the chance to get involved at a grassroots level, from 
ushering through The Saints to offering pro bono professional 
services. Contact us today at info@srtp.org to find out how you 
can help.

Lead   Silk Road Theatre Project’s most active supporters are 
the Board of Directors, a group of people dedicated to sustaining 
the mission and goals of this acclaimed young company. Others 
show their leadership by joining a steering or honorary commit-
tee for our periodic annual fund campaigns and benefit events. 
If you wish to discuss leadership opportunities at SRTP, please 
contact Executive Director Malik Gillani at malik@srtp.org.

Receive   Get advance news about Silk Road’s activities, 
productions and events from our e-newsletter.  Send us an email 
at info@srtp.org or just stop by the Box Office—no spam or sell-
ing of lists, we promise! 

Contact
Silk Road Theatre Project
Administrative Offices

Silk Road Theatre Project
680 South Federal Street, Suite 301

Chicago, Illinois  60605

Tel:  312-857-1234     Fax:  312-577-0849
http://www.srtp.org     info@srtp.org

From artistic director
jamil khoury

Welcome to Silk Road Cabaret: Broadway Sings 
the Silk Road. It’s high time we do a cabaret! 
And oh what fun it is. Armed with a few dozen 
original cast recordings, I selected a bunch of my 
favorite songs and enlisted the brilliant creativity 
of director Elizabeth Margolius, music director 
Gary Powell, and a stellar group of performers. 
As you’re about to see, Silk Road Cabaret is a 
playful and ironic twist on our commitment to 
showcasing playwrights of Asian, Middle Eastern, 
and Mediterranean backgrounds. We’re calling it a 
‘departure piece.’ The composers and lyricists who 
created these Broadway musicals were not of Silk 
Road backgrounds. Yet for millions of Americans 
they created what became these almost ‘iconic 
representations’ of Silk Road peoples. Whether 
steeped in historical reality or whimsical fantasy, 
cultural authenticity or crude caricature, these 
beloved musicals have influenced our perceptions 
of the Silk Road for decades. Sometimes for better 
and sometimes for worse. So in true Silk Road 
Theatre Project fashion we are reclaiming the 
mantle of representation and making each song 
our own. Life is indeed a cabaret, ole chum, so sit 
back, relax, and enjoy!

production
TEAM

runs approximately 80 minutes with no intermission.

Silk Road Theatre Project is working under 
general licensing agreements from the American 
Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers 
(ASCAP) and Broadcast Music, Inc. (BMI) for the 
purposes of this production.
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1.	 You’ve Got to be Carefully Taught – Govind Kumar
From the musical South Pacific (1949). Music by Richard Rodgers, Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II.

2.	 Next – Ensemble
From the musical Pacific Overtures (1976). Music and Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim.

3.	 Statues and Stories – Christine Bunuan and Katherine L Condit
From the musical The Light in the Piazza (2005). Music and Lyrics by Adam Guettel.

4.	 On a Slow Boat to China (1948) – Joseph Anthony Foronda, Erik Kaiko, Govind Kumar, and David Rhee 
Music and Lyrics by Frank Loesser.

5.	 Are You Sure You Want to be Famous – Dipika Cherala
From the musical Bombay Dreams (2002). Music by A R Rahman, Lyrics by Don Black.

6.	 Imelda Marcos Shoes Mystique – Ensemble
From the musical Imelda (2005). Music by Nathan Wang, Lyrics by Aaron Coleman.

7.	 Bali Hai – Ensemble
From the musical South Pacific (1949). Music by Richard Rodgers, Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II.

8.	 Something Wonderful – Christine Bunuan
From the musical The King and I (1951). Music by Richard Rodgers, Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II.

9.	 Stranger in Paradise – David Rhee
From the musical Kismet (1953). Music by Alexander Borodin, Lyrics by Robert Wright and George Forest.

10.	Be Italian – Ensemble
From the musical Nine (1982). Music and Lyrics by Maury Yeston.

11.	Here Be Oysters – Joseph Anthony Foronda
From the musical Chu Chin Chow (1916). Music by Frederic Norton, Lyrics by Oscar Asche.

12.	Three Little Maids – Christine Bunuan, Dipika Cherala, and Katherine L. Condit
From the musical Hot Mikado (1986). Music adapted by Rob Bowman, Lyrics adapted by David H. Bell, 
based on The Mikado (1885) by W.S. Gilbert and Arthur Sullivan.

13.	One Night in Bangkok – Ensemble
From the musical Chess (1986). Music by Benny Andersson and Bjorn Ulvaeus, Lyrics by Tim Rice.

14.	Surpanaka’s Tango – Dipika Cherala
From the musical Sita Ram (2006). Music and Lyrics by David Kersnar and Jai Uttal.

15.	Bui Doi – Erik Kaiko
From the musical Miss Saigon (1989). Music by Claude-Michel Schonberg, Lyrics by Alain Boublil and 
Richard Maltby, Jr.  

16.	A Step Too Far – Christine Bunuan, Dipika Cherala, and David Rhee
From the musical Aida (2000). Music by Elton John, Lyrics by Tim Rice.

17.	Turn Back, O Man – Katherine L. Condit
From the musical Godspell (1971). Music and Lyrics by Stephen Schwartz.

18.	Not Since Ninevah – Ensemble
From the musical Kismet (1953). Music by Alexander Borodin, Lyrics by Robert Wright and George Forest.

19.	Bring All the Boys Back Home – Erik Kaiko and Govind Kumar
From the musical Two Gentlemen of Verona (1971). Music by Galt MacDermot, Lyrics by John Guare.

20.	Istanbul (Not Constantinople) (1953) – Ensemble
Music by Nat Simon, Lyrics by Jimmy Kennedy.

21.	Life Is – Katherine L. Condit
From the musical Zorba (1968). Music by John Knader, Lyrics by Fred Ebb.

22.	The American Dream – Joseph Anthony Foronda
From the musical Miss Saigon (1989). Music by Claude-Michel Schonberg, Lyrics by Alain Boublil and 
Richard Maltby, Jr.  

23.	Could We Start Again Please – Ensemble
From the musical Jesus Christ Superstar (1971). Music by Andrew Lloyd Weber, Lyrics by Tim Rice.

Encore

Shalom – Ensemble
From the musical Milk and Honey (1961). Music and Lyrics by Jerry Sherman.

song
LIST



Christine Bunuan is excited to 
work with Silk Road Theatre Project. 
Recently, she played Ching in the 
remount of The Mistress Cycle (Apple 
Tree and the Auditorium). Credits 
include: The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee (Original Chicago 

Company and National Tour), Kafka on the Shore 
(Steppenwolf ), Miss Saigon (Drury Lane Oakbrook), 
A Christmas Carol (Goodman), Aladdin (Marriott 
Lincolnshire), and Peter Pan The Musical (Chicago 
Shakespeare). Much love to her family and Sean!

Dipika Cherala is a graduate of 
Northwestern University, where she 
earned a degree in Vocal Performance 
and a certificate in Musical Theatre. 
Recent credits include: Sita Ram: The 
Rock Opera (Lookingglass) and Trouble 
in Tahiti (NU). Dipika would like to 

thank her family for their unwavering support and love. 
It is only because of them that she is the woman you see 
today. To my friends: VO HO DYOOOD. Lowe on 
your paces.

Katherine L. Condit last worked 
at SRTP directing a staged reading 
of Michael Golamco’s Cowboy vs. 
Samurai. Katherine was Artistic 
Director of cobalt ensemble theatre. 
She appeared on Broadway in Chess; 
toured in Cats (Vienna and Zurich), 

A Chorus Line, and Joseph; and has appeared locally at 
the Goodman, Drury Lane Oakbrook, and Bailiwick. 
Forever grateful to David who without a doubt is the 
best choice I ever made. 

Joseph Anthony Foronda last 
appeared at SRTP in 2008 as Boo-Seng 
Lee in Julia Cho’s Durango. Broadway 
credits include: Pacific Overtures 2004 
Revival, Miss Saigon, and SHOGUN: 
The Musical. Chicago credits include: 
Aladdin and Pacific Overtures (Chicago 

Shakespeare -Jeff Award), The King & I and Miss 
Saigon (Drury Lane Oakbrook, 1st/2nd National Tours-
Jeff Award), The Romance of Magno Rubio (Victory 
Gardens), and Frog & Toad (Chicago Children’s 
Theatre). Love to family and friends.

Erik Kaiko is excited to be back at 
SRTP, where he played Jimmy in the 
Midwest premiere of Durango and 
Nanking Relative/Victim in the staged 
reading of Christopher Chen’s Into the 
Numbers. He spent his summer in the 
ensemble of Disney’s Aladdin (Chicago 

Shakespeare), and was in Pacific Overtures (Porchlight) 
earlier this year. Go U Northwestern! Thanks: the Kaiko 
family, Megan, and the Gail Force. [www.erikkaiko.com]

Govind Kumar is thrilled to be a part 
of Silk Road Cabaret! Govind was last 
seen in Yeast Nation (American Theater 
Company). Previous credits include: 
The History Boys (Timeline Theater), 
The Adventures of Captain Marbles 
(Provision Theatre), and The Audacity 

of Dope (Second City). Proud Northwestern University 
graduate. Thanks to friends and family for their support!

David Rhee is excited to be returning 
to one of Chicago’s most important 
theatre organizations. David last 
appeared at SRTP in a staged reading 
of Durango. New York credits 
include: Thoroughly Modern Millie 
(Broadway), Twelfth Night, and Sweet 

Charity. Chicago credits include: Kafka on the Shore 
(Steppenwolf ), Pacific Overtures, M. Butterfly, and Miss 
Saigon. Many thanks to God, family, and New Trier 
High School. For my advisee boys in their Senior Year.

Jamil Khoury (Curator/Producer) is Founding Artistic 
Director of Silk Road Theatre Project. He conceived of, 
and is a featured playwright in, Silk Road’s upcoming 
production of The DNA Trail: A Genealogy of Short Plays 
about Ancestry, Identity, and Utter Confusion (spring 
2010). Jamil’s play Precious Stones won the 2003 After 
Dark Award for Outstanding New Work and has been 
performed in ten cities across the U.S. Other plays 
include Fitna and Azizati. 

Malik Gillani (Producer) is Founding Executive 
Director of Silk Road Theatre Project. Malik nurtured 
SRTP from its embryonic stage into a celebrated 
theatre company, integrating business acumen and 
fiscal responsibility within an artistic mission. He is 
the recipient of the IBM Business and Technology 
Leadership Award and was honored by Changing 
Worlds for Outstanding Contributions to the Arts. 
Recently, Malik received the prestigious Chicago 
Community Trust Fellowship Award. 

Elizabeth Margolius (Director) is a stage director with 
a primary focus in the development and direction of 
musical theatre and opera.  She is the co-founder and 
co-artistic director of DirectorsLabChicago, an annual 
international forum for emerging directors, and is an 
artistic associate of Theatre Building Chicago. Elizabeth’s 
2007 critically acclaimed re-envisioning of Songs for a 
New World for the Bohemian Theatre Ensemble was 
remounted twice in 2008 at Theatre Building Chicago 
and Theatre on the Lake. 

Gary Powell (Music Director) is honored to be working 
with Silk Road Theatre Project. Most recently he was the 
music director for Quest Ensemble’s production of Alas! Alack! 
Zorro’s Back! Gary is a music director for Theatre Building 
Chicago’s New Musicals initiative and was the conductor for 
Bailiwick’s Jeff Award winning production of Kiss of the Spider 
Woman. Other credits include: Into the Woods, Jerry Springer 
The Opera, Sound of Music, and South Pacific. 

Phil Martin (Percussionist) is originally from Iowa and 
studied music at the University of North Texas and the 
University of Northern Iowa. Chicago Theatre credits 

include:  Menopause the Musical (Apollo Theater), 
Ragtime, A Wonderful Life, Candide, and Pacific 
Overtures (Porchlight), Drood, and The Taffetas (Noble 
Fool), Fiorello (Timeline), Knute Rockne All-American 
and Phantom (Theater at the Center), John & Jen (Apple 
Tree), and La Cage Aux Folles (BoHo).

Michelle Dane (Stage Manager) is excited to be 
working on Silk Road Cabaret as well as recently 
becoming the Production & Facilities Manager for 
SRTP.  She holds a B.S. in Education in English, Speech 
& Theatre and a B.F.A. in Theatre Management and 
has worked throughout the country as a stage manager, 
box office manager, accountant, HR manager and 
production manager.  Thanks to JP for serving so I 
could go to the great white north!

Jason Pikscher (Technical Director) is thrilled to be 
working with SRTP for the 5th time, most recently on 
Motti Lerner’s Pangs of the Messiah. Recent TD credits 
include: Cotton Patch Gospel (Provision), Macbeth (First 
Folio Shakespeare Festival), and The Diary of Anne Frank 
(Harper College). Thanks so much to Andrea for all her 
love and support. I couldn’t do it without you.

Lee Keenan (Scenic Designer) is an SRTP Artistic 
Associate where he most recently designed the set for 
Philip Gotanda’s Yohen. He is a company member 
of The House Theatre and faculty lighting designer 
at Loyola University Chicago. Lee has designed for 
numerous theatres including: Lookingglass, 500 Clown, 
Next, Milwaukee Repertory, Apple Tree, Circle, Griffin, 
The Hypocrites, Collaboraction, and Barrel of Monkeys. 
But really he just wants to dance.

Chris Feurig (Lighting Designer) is ecstatic to make 
his debut with SRTP.  He has served as the Student 
Lighting Designer for Lake Forest College for 3 years 
and has been the Master Electrician for the previous 4.  
He was recently nominated for the KCACTF Region 3 
Design Competition in Saginaw, MI.  Credits include: 
The Waiting Room, They’re Playing Our Song, Big Love 
and Electra.  “As the sun goes down we shall honor and 
remember them.” 

CAST & PRODUCTION team
Bios



JPMorgan Chase Foundation

James S. Kemper Foundation

The MacArthur Foundation

MAP Fund: A program of Creative 
Capital, supported by the Doris 
Duke Charitable Foundation and the 
Rockefeller Foundation

Col. Stanley R. McNeil Foundation

Micro-Tech U.S.A. 

The Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust

National Endowment for the Arts

Northern Trust Charitable Trust

The Albert Pick, Jr. Fund

Polk Bros. Foundation

Prince Charitable Trusts

Salesforce.com

Sara Lee Foundation

The Shubert Foundation

The Siragusa Foundation

Woods Fund of Chicago

MatchingFunds

Argo Group US

Bank of America

Boeing Company

IBM

Motorola

INDIVIDUAL	 dONORS
June, 2008 to September, 2009
Anonymous

Anonymous

Angel Abcede

Basel Al-Aswad

Brent & Stefanie Allen

Sandra Allen

Karen & Michael Atwood

Sandra Bass

Walter E. Bayer, Jr.

Bernard Beck

Jamilee & Rainier Bellone

Gordon Berry

David Bodin

Bill & Vicki Boies

Aldridge & Marie Bousfield

Robyn Brooks

Carol Bryant & D. R. Storey

Julie Burros

Frank L. Buttitta & D. Edwards Buice

Karen A. Callaway

Janet Carl Smith & Mel Smith

Victor Chao

Sheila J. Chapman & David D. Soo

Sharon Conway

Alice Cottingham

Bruce & Laurie Davidson

Jo Anne Davis

Deborah Davis

Kant Desai

Jeanne DeVore

Daniel Dornbrook

Barbara Ekholm

Charles N. Emmons, Jr.

Ellen & Matt Feldman

Sue Fitch

Nona Flores

Florence Forshey

Rubee Fuller

Barbie Galassi

Clark & Nancy Gilpin

Ethel Gofen

Martin Grochala

Norman & Linda Groetzinger

Joan & Guy Gunzberg

Mary Louise Haddad

Trish & Harp Harper

Harriet Hausman

Maryann Heidinger

Angeline Heisler

Virginia & Thomas Helm

Kirk Hipps

Janice Holling

Gary Houston

Joyce A. Hughes

Jann Ingmire

Anish Jethmalani

Bridget Jones

Jon Kaplan

Catherine Key

F. George Khoury

George & Joanna Khoury

Francine Kim

Judy Kirk

Beverly Kirks

Roy Koizumi

Charles Licht & Fran Moeckler

Melynda Lopin

J. Robert Lynn

Margaret & James Massarello

Mary McAuliffe

Karen & Larry McCracken

James McFarland

Laura Meyer

Bernie & Sandra Meyer

Ellen & Fred Meyer

Evemarie Moore

Vijay Murugappan & Nisha Vijay

Sameena Mustafa

Patricia R. Naguib

Joyce Nakamura

Charlotte & Michael Newberger

Jessie M. Pedron

Joe Peterson

Val Pristera

Claire Prussian

Scott Reber & Marilyn Schultz

Louise Lee Reid

Lyn Ridgeway

Leona Z. Rosenberg

Katherine Ross

William Rowe

Carolyn Ryffel

Hedwig Schellbach

Karen & Frank Schneider

Shirley A. Soo & Matthew W. Gorman

Arvid Sponberg

Donald E. Sprague

Nikki & Fred Stein

Rick Stoneham

Joani Tarsitano

N. Charles Thomas

Dr. and Mrs. Van Houten

Rev. Walter Wagner & Rev. Deborah Wagner

Kern Wasan

Richard Weindorfer

Martha Whitehead

Hui-Fei Yu

Cheryl Yuen & Thomas Chin

Foundations, 
Corporations, & 
GovernmentAgencies

 

Alphawood Foundation

Arts Work Fund for 		
Organizational Development

Anonymous

BlueCross BlueShield of Illinois

The Boeing Company Charitable Trust

Broadway in Chicago

The Chicago Community Foundation

The Chicago Community Trust

Chicago Tribune Foundation

The Chicago Wallace Audience 
Engagement Network, a collaboration 
between the Wallace Foundation and 
The Chicago Community Trust

ComEd

Department of Cultural Affairs, CityArts 
Program

Dr. Scholl Foundation

The Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley 
Foundation

The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation

The MacArthur Fund for Arts and Culture 
at The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation

Falkor Group

The Field Foundation of Illinois

Lloyd A. Fry Foundation

Google Grant Award

The Leo S. Guthman Fund

IBM

Illinois Arts Council

The Joyce Foundation

supporting
DONATIONS

SPECIAL
THANKS

To our gracious hosts at the First 
United Methodist Church at The 
Chicago Temple, who exhibit 
hospitality and generosity towards 
us on a daily basis, and provide us 
a space in which we can flourish 
and grow. 

To Erik Nussbaum, Director of 
Music and the Arts at the First 
United Methodist Church, for so 
generously lending us the baby 
grand piano being used in the show. 

To David Kersnar (Sita Ram) and 
Lookingglass Theatre and to Na-
than Wang (Imelda). 

To Falkor Group, and in particular 
Brent Allen and Ben Wilson, for 
providing financial support to Silk 
Road Theatre Project when we 
needed it most. 

To Jonathan Abarbanel, Danny 
Bernardo, and Albert Williams for 
their wisdom and knowledge about 
Broadway musicals. 

To A-Squared Theatre, About Face 
Theatre, Chicago Cabaret Profes-
sionals, Porchlight Music Theatre, 
Rasaka Theatre, Theatre Building 
Chicago and Victory Gardens 
Theatre. 

To Loyola University Chicago De-
partment of Fine and Performing 
Arts and DesignLab Chicago.



Neighborhood
Partners

10 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, IL 60603
(312) 372-7696 – Main Phone
(800) 979-0084 – Reservations
www.silversmithhotel.com

Macys 7th Floor
111 N. State St., Chicago, IL
(312) 781-3125
www.visitmacyschicago.com

35 W. Wacker Dr., Chicago, IL
(312) 346-3500 
www.catch35.com

10 N. Dearborn St., Chicago, Illinois
(312) 984-1718
www.trattoriaten.com

2419 W. 14th St., Chicago, IL 60608
(312) 997-2182
www.maichefcuisine.com

1 S. Wacker Dr., Chicago, Illinois
(312) 407-6900
www.lloydschicago.com

OFFICIAL
sponsors

Benefit Sponsor

OFFICIAL LIGHTING SPONSOR

CABARET SPONSOR

This program is partially supported by a grant from the 
Illinois Arts Council, a state agency.

This project is partially supported by a CityArts 
Program 1 grant from the City of Chicago Department 
of Cultural Affairs.

Our neighborhood partners provide generous support to Silk Road Theatre 
Project throughout the year. Please help us show our appreciation by 
patronizing these outstanding businesses.

16 W. Randolph St., Chicago, IL
(312) 553-1551
www.argotea.com

The Silversmith Hotel & Suites is a gorgeous historical property 
located in the heart of the Theater District, Millennium Park, 
and Jeweler’s Row.

Opened in 1907, The Walnut Room is one of Chicago’s oldest 
and most famous restaurants. A uniquely Chicago treasure.

Catch 35 Chicago serving the freshest seafood, steaks and daily 
specials: the perfect prelude to a great performance.

Classic Italian dishes with a contemporary flair have made 
Trattoria No. 10 a Chicago favorite since 1989.  Perfect for pre-
theater dining.

MaiChef Cuisine is an innovative full service catering company, 
where we feature different types of dining experiences and 
deliver nothing less than the best quality to our clients from start 
to finish.

In the heart of the Financial District, the revamped menu at 
Lloyd’s Chicago features eclectic American cuisine with an 
Asian flair.

Argo Tea brings natural and tasty signature drinks to all those 
looking for healthy alternative beverages and lifestyle experience.
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March 4 – April 11, 2010

THE DNA TRAIL
A Genealogy of Short Plays About

Ancestry, Identity, & Utter Confusion

Conceived by Jamil Khoury

Directed by Steve Scott

For this adventurous project, 

Silk Road Theatre Project 

commissioned seven playwrights 

to each take a genealogical DNA 

test and revisit their assumptions 

about identity politics and the 

perennial “who am I” question. 

Self, family, community, ethnicity, 

race, history, geography—it’s all 

up for grabs.

Featuring Plays by :

Philip Gotanda

Jamil Khoury

Velina Houston

Shishir Kurup

David Henry Hwang

Lina Patel
Elizabeth Wong

Presented in association with

A program of creative capital, supported by the Doris Duke 
Charitable Foundation and the Rockefeller Foundation.

Sponsored by

Development support provided by

To purchase tickets call 312-857-1234 ext. 201 or visit www.srtp.org.


