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Rendering an issue in a work of 

art provides a frame so it can 

be seen from the perspective of 

someone deeply affected by it. 

Misunderstanding or the lack of 

understanding of an issue is often 

the result of the fact that outsiders 

cannot see things the way those 

directly impacted do. The artistic 

frame can highlight an issue in ways 

that make it memorable, raising 

awareness and understanding; it also 

provides emotional distance that 

can provide the possibility of more 

reasoned dialogue than is sometimes 

the case when difficult issues are 

being addressed.

Doug Borwick, author of Building 

Communities, Not Audiences

“

”

Formed in 2002 by Malik Gillani and Jamil 

Khoury as an artistic response to the attacks 

of September 11, 2001, Silk Road Rising 

creates live theatre and online videos 

that tell stories through primarily Asian 

American and Middle Eastern American 

lenses. In representing communities that 

intersect and overlap, we advance a 

polycultural worldview.

Silk Road Rising is an award winning, non-

profit, arts organization supported by the 

communities it serves.

The Mosque Alert civic engagement 

project is funded by The Woods Fund.



The Muslim presence in the United 

States is forcing a reconsideration 

of the delicate existing balance 

between religion on the one hand 

and secular principles of social and 

political life on the other.  Questions 

of citizenship, civic duty, the social 

contract, and ‘church and state’ are 

being debated anew; arrangements 

and policies for the religious integration 

of Muslim communities is being 

discussed and refined.  In the process, 

politicians and laymen run the risk 

of misunderstanding the nature of 

both Muslim identity and Islam. 

Jocelyn Cesari, Harvard University

Through your active participation 

in this online, interactive, civic 

engagement project, you will 

influence and shape public 

opinion about the rights of 

Muslim-Americans to build houses 

of worship in their communities.

“

”

Mosque Alert tells the story of two suburban American families 

living in Naperville, IL—one Christian, the other Muslim—who find their 

lives torn apart by a proposal to build a new mosque in their community. 

In our post-9/11 society, the relevance of 

this project cannot be overemphasized, 

as its themes are explored regularly in 

national headlines.  All six characters in 

this play inhabit different perspectives. By 

presenting these six very distinct voices, 

Mosque Alert attempts to create a realistic 

depiction of the debates surrounding the 

building of mosques in America today.

This is where you come in.

We invite you to visit us online at 

www.silkroadrising.org and join in on 

the conversations about these characters 

and their relationships to each other.

To start, view the short videos and then contribute to the development of the piece by 

responding to our questions or posing questions of your own.

By participating in this online interactive forum, your voice will be heard and you will be 

impacting a national conversation on the future of Islam in America.  Your comments will 

no doubt influence playwright Jamil Khoury as he writes the final script for Mosque Alert.

The culmination of this new play development and civic engagement exercise is an online 

video play—it will act as a resource tool for meaningful conversations across the country in 

high schools and colleges, as well as civic and community centers. 

Khurram
Mozzafar

as
Imam Mustafa Khan

Don
Bender

as
Charles Baker

Nicholas
Cimino

as
Carl Baker

Fawzia
Mirza

as
Ayesha Khan

Justine
Serino

as 
Emily Baker

Melissa
Kong

as
Jennifer Baker


